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Number of Visitors to the Horizon Scan’s Website
 (July 11th, 2007)

The eyes have one language everywhere (George Herbert). 

Since a few months there are now more English speaking visitors on our website than native ones. Therefore, this newsflash is in English. Handy? Hopefully! Language barriers pose a challenge and a risk for only ¾ billion people in the world is English their first or second language. The command levels of another ¾ billion varies from substantial (third language), to ‘yes’, ‘yes’ and ‘yes’. 
Below you will find a selection of our web statistics*). Table 1 shows that the Horizon Scan website had an average of 10,000 hits a day in 2006 and around 1,000 visitors each month. The last 11 months show approximately 13,000 hits and 2,000 visitors a month. 
What is also interesting, as shown in graph 1 and table 2 below, is the interest from ‘USA commercial’ compared to domestic interest. The USA-dotcoms are accountable for 41% of the visits whereas the Dutch visits is only half of that (22%). Of course we are especially proud of the interest shown by educational organisations from the USA. 
No doubt this difference between USA and domestic interest is in part a bias since the larger parts of the categories ‘Network’, ‘Unresolved/Unknown’, and ‘Non-Profit Organization’ will be of Dutch origin; a part of Belgium (a federation of states) is also Dutch speaking. 
Dutch has much in common with English (same linguistic family; Germanic) so it is relatively comprehensible (hopefully or with some practice). Nevertheless, effort will be made to share the Horizon Scan results with as many interested people and parties as possible. In due time, relevant documents will be translated into English. However, how about the other major languages in the world; for instance Chinese, Spanish, Russian, Hindi, Korean, Japanese? (English is spoken “only” by some 1,5 billion people in the world; in all various levels of command.) 
The big challenge for all of us everywhere is: are we ready? There will always be risks and challenges that we commonly share or within each of our countries. What can we do with or against them? List them? Yes! Question them: what must we know, be able to or want to do in order to cope? How about the exchange of information, ideas and solutions with people from the other major languages in the world? What are our future resilient options for that? How can or will ICT developments satisfy curiosity in all languages? 
Tabel 1
	Summary by Month; Monthly Totals

	Month
	Visits
	Hits

	Jun 2007
	4375
	13473

	May 2007
	2622
	13405

	April 2007
	2698
	14083

	Mar 2007
	2736
	15112

	Feb 2007
	1587
	11212

	Jan 2007
	2857
	15175

	Dec 2006
	2823
	15579

	Nov 2006
	1081
	14516

	Oct 2006
	1175
	17255

	Sep 2006
	1246
	14843

	Aug 2006
	1157
	7550

	Totals
	2299845
	25492
	155182


Tabel 2  Note  Visit rankings by origin (June only) 
	Top 15 of 15 Total Countries

	#
	Hits
	
	
	Country

	1
	
	41.10%
	
	
	
	
	US Commercial

	2
	
	22.42%
	
	
	
	
	Netherlands

	3
	
	14.49%
	
	
	
	
	Network

	4
	
	11.93%
	
	
	
	
	Unresolved/Unknown

	5
	
	3.31%
	
	
	
	
	Non-Profit Organization

	6
	
	3.15%
	
	
	
	
	US Educational

	7
	
	2.52%
	
	
	
	
	Belgium


Graph 1  Note This data is only about the month of June.
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	*) 

Sources:

· The tables mentioned are copy-pasted from our webstats serviced by iWink.nl.  
· English is spoken only by "approximately 375 million people in the world speak English as a mother tongue, an equally large number of people speak English as a second language, and around 750 million people speak English as a foreign language," www.abroadlanguages.com/learn/english 


	Horizon Scan (www.horizonscan.nl ) is a COS project (http://www.cos-toekomstverkenningen.nl).
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