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Horizon Scan Web Statistics 2007
(December 17th, 2007)

Future, like curiosity, has no national borders.
Some 3000 visitors pro month checked out the Horizon Scan’s website. There were some 10,000 downloads of documents. Visitors’ origin spanned the globe. The year 2007 was a good year. 
It was a good year; the number of visits to the sites grew from some 2000 pro month to nearly 3000 by the end of the year. There were some fluctuations in the visitors' country origins (USA interest fell back after the summer). What was striking in the year’s web statistics of lengthy tables, figures and pie charts?
First of all the targeted interest of the visitor is obvious. They visit and download specific documents and then leave. By the year’s end, there will be more than 10,000 downloads. The popular documents evidently were:

· problems and chances document;
· summary of the (Dutch) Polar bears Essays; 

· cluster document; and
· the “Speech of the Queen”, 
and, as soon as it was available, the web edition of the summary of the Polar Bear Plague Essays. So far most of these documents were only available in Dutch; an English transcription is immanent. 
Also the other documents (separately: Chances, Problems, the Horizon Scan flyer), were each downloaded about a hundred times each month. 
Second, the visitor’s origin shows interesting patterns throughout the year. There is apparently an international interest even though most reports are in the Dutch language though a few translations were added. To give an impression of in the top-3 of the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 12th month, USA (commercial) takes turns with the Netherlands in the number of hits. 

As for the other countries of which visitors originate; each month shows quite a different pattern. It is a sort of characteristic that each month there are a few “newbies” around; countries that did not connect or find the Horizon Scan in other months. Usually it does not involve a large number of hits, visits or downloads but evidently this points to personal contacts that “spread the word”. 
The overall conclusion, with all diligence and modesty, is that the website has shown itself to be a good instrument to reach out and to make products available. In due time this will prove to be fruitful for the international cooperation on the involved research and policy matters. The Open Information Policy adopted, will be a catalyst for a likewise Open Discussion, which in the end will prove to be crucial for Open Minds debating and constructing a possible future of the worldwide Open Society*** some forces in the free world advocate. 
Diligence and modesty is required because there are differences between downloading a document and reading it, between reading it and agreeing or using it. But…it is a start and a beginning. 

It is a beginning for the Big Question: are we ready? Ready for a worldwide Open Society? Or will certain doors remain closed due to old enmities and prejudices along numerous real, faked or assumed differences and differences of interest? 
==
	*) 

Sources:

· iWink’s statistics 
· Visitors: Usage Statistics for horizonscan.nl Summary Period: Last 12 Months Generated 17-Dec-2007 02:51 CET

Month 2007

Month
Month
Dec*)

972

Aug

4164

Apr

2698

nov

1530

Jul

5325

Mar

2736

Oct

2403

Jun

4375

Feb

1587

Sept

2883

May

2622

Jan

2857

Total

34152

· Totals of uploads until Dec. 17th 2007 for a selection of documents
UPLOADS
Grand Total

Probl/chances

clusterdoc 

Crea.sess

“Queen’s speech”

Polar bears

jan

437

327

319

20

feb

451

140

133

13

mrt

673

183

261

20

april

345

108

99

14

mei

406

155

168

21

163

juni

361

120

167

25

147

juli

258

38

95

25

257

aug

175

76

104

22

294

sept

322

65

114

15

266

oct

619

186

94

20

270

nov

171

171

84

19

259

dec**

60

140

180

12

300

TOTAL

4278

1709

1818

226

1956

9987

· Visitors by hits in a number of months. 
Origin visitors % (of hits) by Month
USA com

NL

Bel gium

Nework

Un known

Of .. coun

tries

March

24.53

36.72

7.26

1

21.92

15

June

41.1

22.42

2.84

14.49

9.92

15

Sep

13.59

45.6

2

17.94

16.57

17

Dec*

47.9

25.26

1.82

10.71

26.04

8

· Patters of countries origin of the visitors
Countries ranked by % of files accessed

March

June

Sept

Dec**

US Commercial

US Commercial

Netherlands

US Commercial

Netherlands

Netherlands

Network

Unresolved/Unknown

Unresolved/Unknown

Network

Unresolved/Unknown

Netherlands

Belgium

Unresolved/Unknown

US Commercial

Network

Network

Non-Profit Organization

Belgium

Belgium

Japan

US Educational

France

Brazil

US Educational

Belgium

Finland

Finland

Turkey

Denmark

Denmark

Sweden

International (int)

Germany

Aruba

Aruba

Germany

Aruba

Mexico

Canada

Denmark

Greece

Niue

Finland

Japan

Non-Profit Organization

Niue

United Kingdom

Sweden

Brazil

Brazil

Argentina

Philippines

Russian Federation

Czech Republic

Israel

Australia

Hungary

Brazil

United Kingdom

* frequencies until Dec 17th, 2007; 02:51 CET
** Estates based on half of the uploads until 17/12
*** ‘Open Society and Its Enemies’; by Karl Popper, 1945.

	Horizon Scan (www.horizonscan.nl ) is a COS project (http://www.cos-toekomstverkenningen.nl).
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