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Follow-up Activities Horizon Scan 2007

 (December 18t , 2008)

The European Search for weak signals
The European Search for weak signals will start in 2009 years after the EC gave its approval to the SESTI project which was officially launched in October 2008. The project will take 2½ years, and will aim to develop methods for the detection of weak signals which are of importance for the future science and technology of the EC and the Member States.  

The project is led and carried out from the Netherlands by TNO, the division Knowledge of the Ministry of Education Culture and Science of the Netherlands, that is: the provisional facility for the Horizon Scan) in close cooperation with PREST (University of Manchester), ARC (Austrian Research Centres), IPTS (Joint Research Centre Prospective Technological Studies of the EC) and MCST (the Malta Council for Research and technology). The project will make use of  the ERA Network’s  Joint Horizon Scan Database, to be established in ForSociety. More information: v.vanrij@minocw.nl  

FAR Horizon sighted

Simultaneously with the SESTI project, the EC also approved the FAR Horizon Project which will test the role of (Joint) Horizon Scan and foresights  for the implementation of joint research programmes and coordinated policies for a number of –to be-  determined issues. This project will also use of the Joint Horizon Scan Database of the ERA Network’s ForSociety. More information: v.vanrij@minocw.nl  

Robotics Conference 2009
The subject Robotics is more and more on the minds of those organisations that are dealing with innovation and future developments such as Senter Novem and TNO. The development of intelligent robots is seen by many authors as the most important development in the coming decades, and even in this century.  In the final report of the Horizon Scan 2007, a Delta Plan Robotics proposed. 

In this respect it seems that the time has come to support initiatives to bring together a joint action to achieve that robotics, and with the robotics the interconnectivity related problems and opportunities, to bring together the issues in such a way that the society can adequately and actively deal with them. 

In connection with this, Dutch organisations like the Ministry of Economical Affairs, the EVD, the TWA-network, Senter Novem, the Horizon Scan Team (Ministry of ECS) and the Rathenau institute conceived a launching conference at the end of 2009.  A number of preceding preliminary studies were carried out.

More information: v.vanrij@minocw.nl  

Increasing use of the Horizon Scan’s Products 
The Horizon Scan Team was approached during 2008 by a growing number of organisations about the report HS 2007 as they wanted to use the developed HS products for different purposes. This applies to both public and private parties:
· In this way, for example Berenschot wanted to use the 'card game' (to stimulate creativity) for special sessions;
· A number of provinces considered the Horizon Scan products and information a good source and first start for the determination of the themes for trend studies. Both in North Brabant and Groningen/Eems-Dollard region, contacts were established about using the information in this way; 

· The Ministry of Defence was interested because of the development of a new strategic plan;
· There was also international interest. Recently the English version of the final report were sent to the members of the European Committee for Research,  Science and Technology (CREST) as input for the discussions on its strategic agenda;  

· With Senter Novem,  TNO and Rathenau is working on a conference on robotics 2009 will take place at the end and which will further comment on the recommendations from the final report of the scan on robotics;
· The Polar Bear Plague Essays is being used for courses in the field of university education (NSOB).
	For information on the products of the Horizon Scan or for an explanation of the usage: v.vanrij@minocw.nl or b.t.m.verlaan@minocw.nl. 
Horizon Scan (www.horizonscan.nl ) was a COS project (http://www.cos-toekomstverkenningen.nl), now residing under the authority of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science (www.minocw.nl/english/index.html), and a participant in the 
ERA Net ForSociety (www.cos-toekomstverkenningen.nl/eranet/index.html).  
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